
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 11 September 2012] 

 p5393b-5395a 
Hon Alison Xamon 

 [1] 

GUILDFORD HOTEL 
Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.06 pm]: I rise tonight because the beginning of this month 
saw the fourth anniversary of the Guildford Hotel fire. It is not the first time I or other people in this place have 
risen to speak about the Guildford Hotel—specifically about the Guildford Hotel’s heritage values—to raise 
concerns about what the future holds for this heritage landmark. 

The Guildford community decided to mark the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the fire on 7 September 
with a very well attended candlelight vigil across the road from the hotel; about 150 people turned up. Also over 
the weekend there was an exhibition of documents associated with the hotel’s history, which is obviously quite 
comprehensive, as well as the current situation. That was held at the Mechanics’ Institute building on Saturday 
and Sunday. I have been advised that that was also very well attended, and a steady stream of people passed 
through the door over the weekend.  

I think it would be an accurate assessment to say there is quite a high level of community interest and ongoing 
concern in Guildford about the state of the hotel. I think that is to be expected, considering that we are talking 
about a landmark heritage building, and particularly because this is a heritage building right in the centre of a 
heritage town site; unfortunately, it cannot be missed in its current state. I think the importance of this issue has 
also been reflected in a number of ways, such as the number of members of Parliament, including myself, who 
have consistently spoken out about the issue, and the volume of the reporting on it, both local and statewide. 
There is also, of course, an ongoing community campaign for the building to be protected and rebuilt. These 
people are not losing energy. They are just simply coming up with more and more innovative and interesting 
ways to continue to draw attention to the plight of this building. We have also seen, as a direct result of the 
ongoing saga of the Guildford Hotel, a commitment by the Minister for Heritage to review the heritage 
legislation to try to address some of the obvious gaping holes in that legislation. But we are still to see that 
addressed. The owners committed in 2009 to rebuild the building. There has been a relatively quick response 
from the City of Swan, as well as from the Heritage Council, to approve plans for the rebuild that have been put 
forward by the owners. All of this goes to show the level of momentum, and also the level of concern, that exists 
around the ongoing saga of the Guildford Hotel. But despite the level of concern and the importance of the 
heritage values, not only of the building itself but also of its location in the heritage precinct of Guildford, 
unbelievably no works have been undertaken on the building since it was stabilised after the fire, and there is 
still no roof on the building or waterproofing of any kind.  

The first time that I got up to speak about this issue was quite a few years ago now. At that point I was asking 
whether we could at least have some sort of roof or some sort of waterproofing of the building. I cannot believe 
that I am here now, four years after the event, still saying can we please have some sort of roof or some sort of 
waterproofing on this heritage building before we lose it completely. 

Adding to the drama is the fact that the owners of the building and the City of Swan have been tied up in the 
State Administrative Tribunal since Christmas Eve last year. On 30 November 2011, the City of Swan gave 
approval for plans. On 24 December 2011, the owners appealed to SAT on the conditions of approval. The first 
mediation meeting was held on 24 February 2012. Two more mediation meetings were held to reach an agreed 
position. On 13 June 2012, the City of Swan approved the agreed position. Yet the SAT process was not 
finalised, despite multiple attempts, until the owners withdrew their appeal to SAT on Friday, 7 September, and 
only now will the owners assess the economic feasibility of proceeding with rebuilding.  

What an enormous waste of time and money this process has ended up being, not only for the ratepayers of the 
City of Swan, who have been forced to pocket the expense of that drama, but also for the owners themselves, 
who basically will have to take any moneys that they have put into that legal action out of any further moneys 
that they will be putting towards the restoration of the hotel. 

The Structerre report on the structural integrity of the building and its risk to public safety underpins the original 
decision by the owners not to reroof the building. Meanwhile, the Wood and Grieves report commissioned by the 
Heritage Council noted that much of the building would not be salvageable unless the building was made 
watertight and allowed to dry out. The issue of public safety is a top priority. But preservation of the heritage 
values remaining in the building should not have been forgotten in this process. Instead, what we have now are 
reports of what remains being irreparably water damaged, or in the case of the pressed tin sheeting, and also I 
have heard in the case of pipes on the building, simply being stolen. If this situation continues, with no roof on 
the building, and with a dragged-out appeals process, we will run the risk of losing this building altogether, 
either because it will become too expensive to rebuild because of the level of deterioration, or because the 
building will lose its structural integrity.  
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If this were to happen and we were to see yet another case of neglect that leads to the destruction of a heritage 
property, it will be a huge loss to the community of Guildford and to Western Australia’s history. I drive through 
Guildford a lot because it is only about five minutes from where I live, and also because it is a part of my 
electorate that I have to go through, and I am happy to go through, in order to reach other parts of my electorate. 
Anyone who drives through Guildford cannot miss this big, gorgeous facade of a building, with these large 
fences around it and tonnes of banners, and it is just sitting there, looking sad, when it used to look so amazing 
and so proud. 

So I understand and I share the community’s frustration with the situation. I think people cannot quite believe 
that this saga has been able to drag out for so long. It seems as though the decision to not roof the building and 
protect what was left after the fire was a false economy that now opens the door to losing the heritage values of 
the building, and potentially the building itself, to the simple, foreseeable and obvious effects of weather. So we 
do need the government to have a plan B in place just in case this interminable design approval and building 
process collapses entirely, which I have to say the cynic in me tells me is not entirely improbable. The actions of 
the responsible people need to match their stated intentions. We need and want the Guildford Hotel to be saved 
and rebuilt and not just left to rot. The Guildford community is in despair over the way this has rolled out, and 
clearly we are failing this community. I really hope there are no more winters without the beginnings of real 
restoration work on this hotel. I really hope that we will see the promised changes to our heritage laws as soon as 
possible. I think the whole saga has been a blight and a sad indictment on the way that we are failing to value 
heritage appropriately in this state.  

House adjourned at 10.16 pm 
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